
When I was invited to give the tribute to W.Bro. Brian Ingham I had no 
hesitation, Indeed I was honoured, having known Brian through Masonry for 
38 years. 
 
Brian first made enquiries about joining Pendle Lodge before 1960, his interest 
having been aroused by a good relationship with his father-in-law W.Bro. 
Claxton, who was WM of Pendle Lodge in 1957. 
Prior to joining, Brian accompanying his wife Shirley, attended and enjoyed 
many social events and was the first non mason to attend a Pendle Lodge 
Ladies Evening. This was in 1957 during W.Bro. Claxton’s mastership, and his 
mother in law gave the reply to the toast to the ladies. 
In this era there was a long waiting list to join Freemasonry, and it was not 
until 10th January 1963 that Brian was initiated. He recalls that the evening was 
particularly memorable because he knew nothing of what was to take place. 
His father-in-law W.Bro. Claxton was his proposer, and a name known to many 
of our older brethren, W.Bro. Jonathon Morphet, by then the Lodges eldest 
member and grandfather of his wife Shirley, was his seconder. Incidentally, 
John was himself initiated into Pendle only 2 years after the foundation of the 
lodge. When the blindfold was removed Brian recalls being surprised to see the 
room full, many of whom he recognised, including a number of his Professional 
colleagues leading to many years of Masonic and social visits to Ashday Lea 
Lodge in Rossendale. 
 
Brian was passed to the second degree on the 12th September 1963 and 
subsequently raised on the 9th January 1964. In 1969 he took up the position of 
Junior Deacon and progressed to Senior Deacon in 1970. 
It was at this stage in his Masonic career that he took a 12 month sabbatical in 
order to study for a degree in education. 
A past master stood in for Brian, and on gaining his bachelors Education 
honours degree he was able to resume his Masonic career, being appointed 
Senior Warden for 1973/74. 
 
Brian progressed to the chair in 1974/75 which coincided with the 50th 
anniversary of the lodge, a great time to be in the chair. Not only was Brian in 
the chair for the period of our 50th anniversary, but he had written the history 
of the lodge to that point. 
A provincial delegation assumed the officers for the anniversary ceremony, 
during the course of which Brian was proud to present his historical document. 



There was yet a greater surprise during the evening banquet, when after the 
toast to the Provincial Grand Master, Lord Hewlett himself made a dramatic 
entrance and delivered the reply to the toast in person. 
This must have been a truly unique occasion. 
Brian still treasures the signed menu card from that evening and he says he 
was also fortunate in having his uncle W.Bro. Edgar Morphet, who many of us 
remember with fondness, as Director of Ceremonies. The following year as IPM 
was an easy one for Brian as Bro. Thomas Duerden became WM, and he was 
excellent at ceremonial. 
 
Brian was progressing in his career and was becoming increasingly busy in 
fields outside masonry, yet on the 8th March 1977 he became a member of the 
Royal Arch in Nelson.  
Not surprisingly he was unable to maintain this level of activity and it was at 
this time he took the opportunity to further his career by taking a full time 
course at Lancaster University gaining a masters degree. 
In 1980 Brian became secretary to the Lodge and held that office for 17 years 
and the lodge DC’s during this time were W.Bro. Uncle Edgar Morphet and 
W.Bro. Donald Carter.The lodge flourished.  
In 1997 Brian decided to pass on the job of secretary and ended a very fruitful 
stint. 
 
Very early in his Masonic career, in fact in 1964, he became lodge organist for 
5 years, so when in 1998 the lodge found itself without a musical director, 
guess who was appointed, as Brian said “faunt de mieux” or for the want of 
someone better. Brian is far too modest about his musical contribution; he is 
as vital part in maintaining the quality of our ceremonies. 
When I discussed with Brian his passage through masonry his dedication is 
obvious, he is the person to have at committee meetings; if there is a problem 
with any procedure Brian will have the answer. He jealously guards his 
privilege at Installations of acting as Installing SW, and for many years has been 
the lodge representative on the district organising committee and he is also an 
officer of the Pendleside Lodge of installed masters. 
At the Millennium Brian updated our Lodge history and presented this at our 
banner dedication to mark the lodge’s 75th anniversarry. 
Out of his 50 years in this wonderful organisation he has served as an officer 
for 41 of them.  A remarkable achievement. 
 
 
 



One last word from Brian and I will quote verbatim:- 
“ Looking back over 50 years I attribute my continued involvement in Pendle 
Lodge and other Masonic pursuits firstly to a good introduction and solid 
support from family members. Secondly to keeping active and being part of 
many aspects of the lodge and Masonic affairs, and finally of course to the 
many brethren I have had the privilege of working with and with whom I was 
able to form lasting friendships”  


