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28 March 2011

Dear Brethren and Companions,

Last year the Museum held a very successful Open Day which attracted over 500 visitors from both Freemasonry and
the General Public. The Open Day was part of a scheme run by English Heritage held over a weekend in September
each year and, eager to showcase Freemasonry to the wider community, we chose to take part. This year we will be
participating again by holding an Open Day at Freemasons' Hall, Manchester, on Saturday 10 September 2011 from
11.00 am to 5.00 pm.

As many of you know, Freemasons' Hall will be undergoing renovation in the Spring of 2012 and so this may be the last
opportunity for you to see the building fully in its current form. There will be an exhibition about Freemasons' Hall and
the last 80 years of its history, including original architectural plans and photographs of the building in its early years.
There will also be an exhibition on Royal Arch Masonry including the Cana Robes, the 18th century Royal Arch Principals
Robes from Cana Chapter, which will be on display following their recent conservation.

There will be something for everyone at the Open Day so please feel free to bring your friends and family. During the
course of the day there will again be workshops on conservation techniques, including a session on how to clean and
care for your regalia, which proved very popular last year. In addition, there will be some activities provided for
children.

The major Lodge rooms will be open to view, the Derby, the Goulburn, the Towns and the Hewlett Chapter Room, as
well as the Museum and the Museum Long Room. All rooms will be accessible to the disabled although assistance will
be required from the guides for wheelchair access to the Derby suite.

The restaurant and bars will be opened during the day and everyone is welcome to take advantage of the facilities
offered including the first floor lounge.

Freemasons’ Hall in Manchester is the finest Art Deco Hall outside of London and unique in having an entrance hall
which is a replica of King Solomon’s Temple; the closest depiction you are ever likely to see. The building houses the
Manchester Masonic Museum, which holds a significant collection of local and international Masonic ephemera.

Certainly for anyone interested in architecture, Freemasonry or Masonic artefacts, this opportunity is “a must” and we
look forward to welcoming them.

This communication will be sent electronically to all individual Masons in East Lancashire and we ask if you would be
kind enough to ensure that all your Lodge/Chapter members who are not registered as being on email be informed.

Please encourage all you friends, both nonMasonic and Masonic, to come into Manchester on that Sunday and
support the Museum and be part of what will surely be a citywide cultural experience previously unparalleled.

We would like to make known our appreciation to the Heritage Lottery Fund for their financial assistance in making it
possible for us to participate again this year.

Yours sincerely and fraternally,

Ivan Goldberg
Museum Curator


